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Bracken argues that since the end of the Cold War, a second nuclear age has begun, defined by an unstable,
dangerous a€cemultipolar nuclear ordera€e in which the prevention of nuclear war no longer hinges
exclusively on clearheaded security calculations on the part of Moscow and Washington.

The Second Nuclear Age: Strategy, Danger, and the New
The second nuclear age has some similarities with the first, but also exhibits marked con- trasts. The security
environment has transitioned from the first nuclear age, a bipolar, long-
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in the second nuclear age geopolitics, proliferation, and the future of u.s. security commitments evan braden
montgomery foreword by eric s. edelman. extended deterrence in the second nuclear age geopolitics,
proliferation, and the future of u.s. security commitments

EXTENDED DETERRENCE IN THE SECOND NUCLEAR AGE

the vision offered by nuclear abolitionism: an Asia that hosts many nuclear powers whose arsenals vary in
capacity, architecture, and doctrine. policy implications: 8€¢ Preserving stable deterrence even as the U.S.
protects its primacy is the critical obligation facing Washington in the second nuclear age. The U.S.
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War nuclear arms race and focused on the prevention of nuclear conflict. Yet, while the majority of academic
research and public debate was con- cerned with the prevention of nuclear war&€"the net result was that
deter-

Conventional Deterrence in the Second Nuclear Age
Unlike the Cold War era, the Second Nuclear Age presents a bigger, multiplayer game. This means the
Second Nuclear Age holds a greater danger of nuclear war starting through regional conflicts.
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in that region, ushering in the second nuclear age.1 Whereas the first nuclear age was shaped by the
superpowersa€™ nuclear arms race and global ideological competition, the second nuclear age is defined by
the multiplicity of nuclear powers linked together by varying levels of coop - eration and conflict.
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